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Abstract:

In the contemporary epoch of ecological crisis and socio-political fragmentatioy
sustainability demands frameworks that move beyond technocratic environmentalism toward
J culturally embedded ethics of survival and care. This paper examines the literary naratives of
‘i Temsula Ao and Easterine Kire to explore how indigenous women’s writing from North-East
f India articulates alternative models of sustainability rooted in subaltern ecological

consciousness. Drawing upon Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak’s theory of subalternity and

Vandana Shiva’s ecofeminist critique of extractive development, the study argues that nature

In these narratives functions ag a counter-archive—preserving memory, trauma, and ethical
knowledge erased by dominant hz'storiographies.
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reduced to policy-driven solutions that overlook the liy

trough which sustainability can be reimagined as a holistic practice encompassing
environmental balance, cultural continuity, psychological healing, and social justice.
Indigenous women’s narratives from North-East India occupy a distinctive position

within this discourse. Rooted in oral traditions, ecological intimacy, and collective memory,
these narratives articulate an alternative vision of sustainability grounded in relational ethics
tather than exploitative progress. For tribal communities, land is not a commodity but a living
Presence—an archive of memory, trauma, identity, and survival. Women, as custodians of
cultura] continuity and ecological knowledge, emerge as central figures in preserving and
Lr?iIISmitting these values across generations. ) .
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Comparative Synthesis: Subaltern Eco-Ethics as Counter-Archive:
A comparative reading of Temsula Ao and Easterine Kire reveals ,
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